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Laice Olympia 
in concert 
with nature 

MISSOUICI CITY - Lake Olyrr~pia is 
perhaps the  ultirnate master-planned 
co lnnru~~i ty  - the 750-acre southwest 
area resort developrr~ent is planned by 
nature arour~d large expanses of forests 
arld 122 acres of lakes. 

"The lakes were Iiere, the trees were 
here - nature determined how we 
p l a ~ ~ r ~ e d  it," said developer Aridrew Choy 
ot Lake Olympia, a growing colnmunity 
of rllore thar~ 100 farnilies which was 
begun in 1984, after several years on the 
drawil~g board, by a conglonlerate of 
ir~terr~atior~al ir~vestors. 

Despite its proxirliity to tlouston (25 
minutes froin dowritowr~), the area was a 
virtt~al wilderness whet1 disovered by 
Choy i l l  aerial pl~otograplls. "Some parts 
went ur~developed for over 100 years - 
were not even plowed - wllicll is un- 
usual in the state of Texas," said Dolores 
Roberts, sales and marketing director lor 
Lake Olyrr~pia. 

"Belore t l~ere  was a bridge over Oys- 
ter Creek, you couldn't get illto this 
area," said Choy, wlio found the land 
had beer1 i l l  the l~ands of one family - 
five generatiol~s - lor over 125 years. 
The laud was known as Palmer Planta- 
tion and there, under a great oak which 
still starlds, area slaves were told of Lheir 
freed0111 followir~g t l ~ e  Civil War. The 
"Fleedo111 l'ree" is used by Lake Olym- 
pia as a sy~r~bol ic  rerninder 01 the land's 
t~istoric past and the promise it holds. 

T l ~ e  riatural lake, two to three feet 
deep, was dredgt>d to a depth of seven 
Ieet. Not or~ly does the lake serve as a 
focal poil~t i l l  t l ~ e  c o r ~ ~ r ~ ~ t ~ r i i t y ,  1)ut llas 
1)eell desigtlrd to act as a natural deten- 
tion ~lor~cl to prevent Iloodillg. 
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lir.tl as a lial~~lily 11). otllc:r clcvelol,c!ls," 
said Choy. 'l'l~e water level i l l  the lakes is 
i~rain\air~ed at 18 i~ ic l~es  below the top of 
t l ~ e  bulkl~eatl. Excess waler is autoillali- 
cillly dir;cll;~~gcd illto Oyster Crc!t!k, ~ I I L I S  
alI~vi:~tillg tlle p ~ u l ~ l e ~ l ~  ol Iloodillg. Eve11 
i f  Oyster Creek lt1actied its capacity, tlre 
lakes could col~tniri all additio~~al 60 r r r i l -  
lion galltrr~s of water before reacllil~g tlle 
Lop of t l ~ e  bulkt~earl, llotlses i r ~  Lake 
Ol)tr~l)in are corlstlucted above t l ~ e  bulk- 
Ilea11 level. 

Resort livir~g O I I  tile C O I I I I I I U ~ I ~ ~ Y ' S  eigl~t 
a l ~ ( l  O I I ~ ?  llnlf ~ r~ i l c s  ul  sl~orc~lir~e alltl I,akt! 
Oly111l)ia's ( l rd i t :~l l io~~ to [)rcservatiot~ ol 
tlie surrotrrldil~g lorest alld wiltllife, all al 
a close-ir~ lo ratio^^, Ilavr! atlracted Ilc1111e 
b u y ~ r s  to the Forl Uerid Cour~ty develop- 
n ~ e r ~ t .  

"'Tl~is is a irr~ique cnr~cel)t i l l  lloustorr. 
111 Florida, t l~is \voultl Oc very C O I I ~ I I I O I I .  
But i r l  Horlstr~rl to get lakes as big as tllis, 
alor~g wit11 t l ~ e  trees, you would have to 
go to Corlsoe or Lake tloustor~," said 
Clloy. Research s l~ows water a r~d  trees 
are top i r ~  i r~~por tar~ce for a general leel- 
ing of corr~fort for the I~on~euwl~er ,  11e 
added. 

"'l'l~at is easily underst;~r~tl;~ble. Wllen 
you take a trip, a rooill overlookil~g the 
water or wit11 a view is  Illore desirable. 
Everyor~e warits ttle atlr~osl)l~ere and is 
will ir~glo pay lor tlle view," Ile said. 

Lake Olylr~pia is able to ofler l~or l~es  i r ~  
a variety of price rarlges - lrorn $80,000 
irl t l ~ e  Palrr~er Plar~tatior~ section to over 
$ l r~~il l ion i l l  T l ~ e  Perlirlsulas s e c t i o ~ ~  of 
the t levelol)r~~el~t.  Lakefror~t spec horr~es, 
cor~structetf by I-lo us tor^'^ rl~ost respected 
custorn btlilders, are available and lots 
call also Ije purcliased. Future p1;111s i l l -  

clude developrr~el~t of over-an-acre lots 
on two private islallds. 

A benefit of Lake Olynlpia's location 
in blissouri City is the city's zor~i l~g ordi- 

nances. "'This protects you fro-nl 
having con~mercial growth sprout 
up next to you. It is good for resi- 
dents in that they know what they 
can expect in the future," he said. 
The scope of the cornmunity is 
large enough to protect property 
values, but small enough to main- 
tain a sense of identity. 

nature 
Its Missouri City location also 

ensures quick response fro111 fire 
and police protection, located only 
minutes away. Children attend the 
acclain~ed Fort Bend lrldepsnd~nt 
Sct~ool District ir~cluding the rlew 
Pal~ner  Elementary School located 
inside the developrnent. 

Recreational activities include 
fishing and boating. Lake Olympia 
has been stocked with 500.000 
bass and catfish arid provides a nat- 
ural habitat for a variety of fowl and 
native wildlife. Plans call for a pri- 
vate nlarina with docking facilities 
and the proposed Lake Olympia 
Yacht Club featuring line dining, 
tennis, racquetball and health facil- 
ities. 

Lake Olynlpia features a neigh- 
borhood recreation center, junior 
Olyrnpic-sized pool. lighted tennis 
courts and specially designed bike 
and jogging trails. Residents are 
golf cart distance from Quail Val- 
ley's  54-holes of championship 
golf. 

The development of Lake Olynl- 
pia is financed by an international 
group of real estate investors, 
which has helped the comrnunity 
in a nurnber of ways. "In a situa- 
tion as depressed as Houstor~ '~ ,  de- 
velopers can't get money from the 
bank. Our source of funding is 
overseas, which has helped us to 
survive through hard times. A pres- 
tigious project like ours can't afford 
to have cash flow problems," said 
Choy. Lake Olympia also continues 
its good banking relationship with 
First Republic Bank. 

Ctioy is proud the developrnent 
has  survived the downturn in 
Houston's economy and looks for 
the market to improve. "As a rule 
of thurnb, survivors corne out the 
big winners. Most of . the . cornpeti- 

tors are gone and those strong 
enough to make it through re- 
main." said Choy who looks for- 
ward to a future of steady growth 
and expansion at Lake Olympia. 


